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belonged to the Church of Rome strengthened the con-
nection. For the Bishop he had a real appreciation:
" a superior man, much above the average of priests " ;
"Monseigneur is not unimposing; with his white
beard and his violet girdle he looks splendidly epis-
copal, and when our three waiting lads came one after
another and kneeled before him in the big hall, and
kissed his ring, it did me good fora piece of pageantry."

Of the spiritual merits of their work he was of course
in no position to judge; but he always had a special
admiration for the way in which they identified them-
selves with the natives and encouraged all native habits
and traditions at all compatible with Christianity. Above
all things he welcomed the fact that the influence of
the chiefs was increased instead of weakened by their
efforts. He agreed with them that it was better to
concentrate their forces on people of rank than to im-
pose such a democracy as that of some of the Protestant
societies, for he felt that the salvation of Samoa lay in
the chiefs, and that it was unfortunate that all white
influence except that of the Catholics was in the line of
diminishing their authority.

Thus the priests and the sisters from the Savalalo
convent were always welcome guests, and not the less
from the fact that French was the usual medium of
intercourse.

Besides open house at Vailima, there also were many
special entertainments, both those given in the house,
and those shared with others or given by them in return
in Apia. In addition to ordinary lunches or dinners, it
was Stevenson's greatest delight to organise any fes-
tivity in which the natives could have a share, the
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